
The Parish Council were very impressed by the 

work of Maple Class at Congerstone Primary 

School; praising their contribution in a recent let-

ter to the children and teachers.  

Working with  RCC Community Development Offi-

cer Jane Reed and the Gopsall E Group   the class 

walked around the village and photographed  
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Then the students made a model of the village 

highlighting the areas with flags along with their 

ideas for improvement.  The class also conducted 

experiments with solar, water and electricity kits 

and a mini-wind turbine. 

The Gopsall E Group formed by local residents in 

the Shackerstone Parish is interested in energy 

saving initiatives and a sustainable future.  The 

information gained from the groups visit to Con-

gerstone Primary School during their Eco Week was 

presented by the group to the Parish Council.  The 

Model village was displayed at the Congerstone Fete 

on Saturday 3rd July and generated a great deal of 

interest.  The group have also circulated a question-

naire in the hope of gaining 20-30 households to 

monitor their energy usage in the aim of reducing 

usage within a set time.  The group are currently 

awaiting the questionnaire returns and have already 

received a number of monitor volunteers. 

The parish clerks letter thanking the children and 

teachers also describes the improvements the Parish 

Council has planned for the village play area. New 

goal posts and a new basket ball net,  some benches,  

they are also look at providing some more litter bins 

around the play area, and possibly play equipment.   
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The government is to cancel a £3.3m pro-

gramme that was set up to help com-

munities turn local pubs into coopera-

tives. The Labour government an-

nounced the Community-Owned Pubs 

Support Programme in March. It was set 

to provide grants, which would have 

been match-funded by loans from the 

social lender Co-operative and Commu-

nity Finance, to help 50 communities 

take their pubs into cooperative owner-

ship. 

However, the new government has told the 

Plunkett Foundation, which was chosen to ad-

minister the fund, that the programme, funded by 

the Communities and Local Government depart-

ment, will now be closed and replaced by 

guidance leaflets for communities facing pub 

closures. 

Peter Couchman, chief executive of the 

foundation, said: "This is devastating news 

for each community that had hoped to save 

their local as a cooperative. The government 

has turned its back on communities that 

were looking to take more responsibility 

over their everyday lives." 

The foundation said it would call an emergency sum-

mit to discuss other measures that could be used to 

help communities save their local pubs. 

Britains rural villages are at risk of dying unless 
radical action is taken to secure their future, it is 
being warned. 
 
The Rural Coalition, under the chairmanship of 
Lord Matthew Taylor, has launched its report: The 
Rural Challenge ς Achieving sustainable rural 
communities for the 21st Century.  This report 
follows on from their last publication, The future 
is rural too, published in September 2009.   
 
ACRE is a founder member of the Rural Coalition 
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άwǳǊŀƭ communities already demonstrate 
the Big Society in action, but with a sup-
portive context set by central and local 
government, they can and will do far more 

to respond to new opportunities. We are 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ wǳǊŀƭ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōŀŎƪπ
ing for using the principles of Community 
Led Planning to help local people decide on 
how they can better meet their aspira-
ǘƛƻƴǎΦέ. 

 
The report outlines detailed proposals to give lo-
cal people, entrepreneurs, community groups and 
councils the ability to bring about positive change 
that will ensure  a thriving future for the country-
side.  
 
The report is being billed as a blueprint for deliv-
ering the Big Society in the small places which are 
at risk if action is not taken now. 
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returns to Loughborough Town Hall on   Satur-
day October 30th.  

The Fair will feature a wide range of Fair Trade 
stalls, information and entertainment, including 
Fair Trade Fashion Shows throughout the day. 
Buying fairly traded products means that you 
can be sure that the producers who made the 
goods or grow the raw materials, receive a fair 
price and workers are treated fairly.  
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campaigns group Charnwood Action for Fair-
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confident it will build on the success of last 
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ǿƻƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜΦ  

The 2010 Fair runs from 10am to 4pm Saturday 

30th October. Entry is completely free of charge.  

To find out more contact  

charnwoodfairtrade@tiscali.co.uk  

or visit www.caff.btik.com  

Schools, colleges and youth clubs in North 

West Leicestershire are being invited to apply 

for funding following the launch of the 2010 

Respect Challenge. The money must be used 

to fund community safety projects for young 

people up to 18 years old. 

This is the fourth year of the Respect Challenge 

which is a wonderful opportunity for young 

people to make a positive contribution to their 

community and receive recognition for the ef-

fort they make. Moira Infant School, which has 

participated the last 2 years, was recently rec-

ognised by OFSTED for its involvement in the 

Respect Challenge. 

Following its launch year David Cameron 

praised the Respect Challenge; 
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ment and energy of our young people, and rec-

ognise the contribution they can make to our society. 

So I would like to congratulate those whose work has 
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spect Challenge, and to wish the Challenge well as you 

ŜƳōŀǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέΦ 

Councillor Trevor Pendleton, Community Champion for 

bƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ 

initiative is a wonderful opportunity for young people 

to engage in projects which bring their community to-

gether. Last year, with the help and support of the Re-

spect Challenge, 14 projects were carried out by young 

people in our District and through the Challenge we 

wish to continue supporting and encouraging young 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέΦ  

The deadline for applications is  

Friday 17 September 2010. 

Fair Trade Event at Loughborough Town Hall  

RESPECT Challenge 2010 - 11 Launched  
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 The crowded hall at last years very  

successful event  

mailto:charnwoodfairtrade@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.caff.btik.com

