Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22

In respect of Countesthorpe Parish Council — LEQ066

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Irefand) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the iowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsibie for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and

+ gonfirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the infermatian in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
refevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matlers not affecting our opinion which we draw io the attention of the authority:

None.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2022.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature Pict !,i‘\‘ﬂ_tj'rffut L Date 26/07/2022

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors” work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAC website {(www.nao.org.uk)
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of:

COUNTESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Siatements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

-

. We have pul in place arrangements for effective financial

the aceounding slatemenis.

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

managemenl during the year, and for the preparation of v

' _.'Yeé_"r_rféan._s__'_tfiat:'thfs autharlly

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations

2. We maintained an adequate syslem of internal conirol

and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

including measures designed lo preverd and delect fraug v

made proper arrangements and accepied responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
ils charge.

Ly

. We fock all reasonabie sieps to assure curselves
that there are no matters of actuat or polentiat

Practices that could have a significant inancial efiect
on the ability of this authority te conduct its
business or manage ils finances.

non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper v

fras only done whal if has the legal power to do and has
compfied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opporlunity during the year for

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the v

during the year gave all persons inlerested the opportunity to
inspect and ask quesiions about this authority's accounts.

h

. Ye carried oul an assessment of the risks facing this
aulhority and look appropriale steps o manage those

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and deall with them properly

this authority and. where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting stalements.

[1a]

- {For iccal councils only} Trust funds including e
charitable. In our capacity 2s the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fundisy/assets, including
financial reporting and. if required. independent
examination or audit.

risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or v
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughoul the year an adequate and arranged for a competen! person, independent of the financial
effective system of internal audit of the accounting v controls and procedures. {6 give an objective view on whether
recerds and control sysiems, internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority,

7. We fook appropriate aclion on all matters raised v respanded to mallers brough! o its altention by internal and
in reporis from internal and exlernal audi external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liahilities or disclosed everything it should have aboul its business activity
commitments, events or transactions, o¢curring either during the year including events taking place after the year
during or afler the year-end, have z financial impact on v end if relevant

has met afi of its responsibilities where. as a body
corporate. it is a sole managing {rustee of a local
tust or trusis.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheels must be published with the Annual Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on;

12/05/2022

and recorded as minute reference:

2022/23 13 b

hitp://www.countesthorpeparishcouncil.co.uk

Signed by the Chairman and Cierk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Hhéi\n SN T

Chairman

g
Clerk //Wua_/g:’
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2021/22 for

COUNTESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

1. Balances brought Total batances and rescrves af the beginming of the vear 5
forward 137,627 145,285| as recorded i tiie inancal ieconds Vatue musd sgiee 1o |
Box 7 of previcus year <

2. (+) Precep! or Rales and Total amount of piecept jor for IDBs ratec and 'evies) :
Levies 347 583 391,217 recened o recervable  the year Exclige any g ants

tecoved

3. (+} Total cther receipis Total mcome o recepis as recorded i the castilook less

the precept of raicsdevies received (Iine 21 Include ary
1 B
giars recaved

4, (-: Staff cosls Total expendiure or peyments made fo ang on behalf

of all empployees liclade gross salares and wages
243,193 244,1 30 employers Ni contributions emplovers pensicn
contripubions. gratinlies and severance payments

5. () Loan mleresticapital Total expendilure or payments of capial and uteresi
‘epayments 14,265 0} made durng ihe year an tie authonty & horiowings (i any)

6. (-} All other payvmenis Total experdiue or paymenis as recorded 1 e cash- :

141,953 182,487 hock less sta’f cosis (hne ¢} and ican interesi‘capital |
repayinents tine 5

7. (=) Baiances carred Tolal palances and reserves al tne end of the year Hust
forward 145,285 170,231 eguet (1+2-31 - (4456

8. Tolal value of cast anc The sum of ail current and deposit hank socounts. cash
short Lerm invesimerts 153,293 174,193| hatdirgs and short fem mvestimenis Feid «s af 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

8, Tclal fixed asscets plus The value of ail the propenty the auihcaty ones — i 1s Made
iong lerm invesiments 1,008,149 1,027,887 up of altiis fred assels and long term mvesimenis &s ot
and assets 31 Warch

10. Totat borrowings The owrstanding capnal balance 28 51 50 W oo of o e

0 0 Dom el parhies Jmchedeg PUWLE)

11 Fer Logal Counols Orlya
Cistwosure rote e Trust funcs
ancludimg chantabies

Guncil 88 & Loy corpoiale Al as so s fasiee o
reaponsibie for mangomo Tl fungs o cLgeis

-
om
n Ty

e
i

The Do e i ihe BT g SIElEEntT shive O

0 siade gny Trust hansachons

tcertify that for the year enced 3t March 2022 the Accounting | | confirn thet these Accoonting Statements were

Stetements in this Annus Governance and Ascoun alulity gpproved by thig authonty on this date
Returmn have bgen prepared on either 2 recemds and paymenis /
of inceme and expenciiure basis following the gudance in 12/05/2022

Soverrance and Accountabiity for Smaller £uthorles — &
Fracttioners Gude to Proper Fractces and prezent farrly
the financial postbion of this authority

Signed by Respensikie Finangia. Officel befors baing 2022/23 13 ¢
sresenied to the ay g

-ori:,r/fp"‘/app'o‘va! _
R A A
L

&g recorded i minvie reference
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