Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2022/23 & i}

In respect of Countesthorpe Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO).
A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and

= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors

2 External auditor report 2022/23

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the
information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with the Proper Practices and no other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Section 1 of the AGAR was completed as approved on 8 June 23 with a minute reference 2023/24 031. Section 2
of the AGAR was dated on the same day and had the same minute reference. On investigation (due to the same
minute references used), the minutes clearly show both Sections 1 and 2 were approved at the Parish Meeting
held on 8 June 2023 and recorded as minute item 2023/24 032. As such, the minute references reflected on the
AGAR are incorrect. We would expect this to be considered when providing the council's response to Assertion 3
on the 2023-24 return and any future minute references to be correctly reported.

Feforenced A
annval gaeanln (e
Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: glzkem@a b SUPPO ({/

decover F ey 72

NONE

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify/-do—netcerify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2023.

We do-nstosribcompletonbesause:

External Auditor Name

bl MOORE

e 65 19/09/2023
External Auditor Signature e = d Date
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:

Countesthorpe Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Slatemenis. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

. We have pul in place arrangemenis for effective financial
managemenl during the year. and for the preparation of 4
the accounting siaternents.

respect to the Accounting Slatements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

nrepared its accounting stalements in accordance
witlt the Accounis and Audit Regulations.

2. We inainlained an adequiate system of internal control
ncluding measures designed o prevenl ang detect fraud v
and corruption and reviewed its effecliveness.

made proper anangements and accepted responsibility
for salequarding the public maney and resources in
its charge.

3. We took ali reasonable steps 1o assure ourselves
that there are no mallers of aclual or potenlial
non-comphance with laws, regulalions and Froper v
Praclices thal could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this aulhority o conduct iis
business or manage ils finances.

has only done whal il has the legal power lo do and has
complied vith Proper Praciices in toing so.

4. We provided proper opporlunily during Ihe year lor
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the v
requirernents of the Accounts and Audit Regulalions.

during the year gave ail persons interested the oppeitunity fo
inspect and ask questions about this auihority’s accounts,

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate sleps 10 manage those

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and teall with them properly.

In reperts from inlemal and externat audit.

risks, including the introduction of internal controls andfar | v
external insurance cover where required.

8. We maintzined throughout the yvear an adeguate and : arranged for a compelen!t person, independent of the financiat
effechve system of internal audit of the accounting A controfs and procedures, 10 give an objective view on whelher
records and control systems. d interrigf conlrels meel the needs of this smalfer auilronty.

7. We fook appropriate acltion ort all matlers raised g v responded to matlers brought [0 ils allention by infernal and

external audit,

8. We considered whether any liligation, Habifilies or
commilments, events or ransactions. otgurting either
duting or afier the year-end, have a financial impaci on v
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them [

n the accounting siatements, :

o

. {For local councils only) Trusl funds including &
charitable. In our capacily as the sole managing
feuster we discharged our accountability
responstbilifies for the fund{s)assels, including
financiat reporting and, if required, mdsependent
examinaticn or audil.

disclosed everyifing it should have about ifs business activily
dwring the year including evenls taking place after the year
and i relevan).

PR 1155 met all of its responsibifities where. as 2 body
corporale, i 1s 2 sole managiag trustee of a local
i frust or trusls,

*Please provide explanations o the externat auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authorily on:

11/95/2023 08 /o é/ 2023

and recorded as minule reference:

. LoragtTIoN Sb-
2023/2 4 03] 2623/24 022

www.countesthorpeparishcouncil.co.uk

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the mesting where
approval was given:

Chairman \F\\% g !‘u‘JS? .
Clerk JZ@:«/'/

CSQQe.v(\'L’_mul Avd '-O(b[(’) M
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2022/23
Countesthorpe Parish Councit

www.countesthorpeparishcouncif.co.uk

Buring the financial yvear ended 31 March 2023, this authority's inlernal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and oblained appropriale svidence from the authority.

The inlernal audil for 2022/23 has been carried out in accordance with this authorily's needs and planned coverage.
0On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table, Set
oui below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the inlernal audit conclusions on whether, in alf
significant respects, lhe control objectives were being achieved throughout the financis! year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authorily.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been praperly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with ils financial regutations. payments were supporled by invoices, all
expenditure was apptoved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks lo achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rales requirement resulled rom an adequale budgelary process; progress againsi
the budgel was regulatly monitored: and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expecled income was fUlly received, based on correcl prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Pelty cash payments were properly supporied by receipts. all petly cash expendilure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounled for,

G. Salaries to employees and sllowances {0 members were paid in accordance with Ihis authority's
aporovals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers ware complete and accurate and properly mainlained.
I Periodic bark account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statemenis prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and paymenis or income and expendilure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
irail from underlying records and whare appropriate debtors and creditors were praperly recorded.

K. H the authority certified itsell as exempt from a limiled assurance review in 2021/22. it met the |
exemplion crileria and correclly declared itself exempl, {if the awthority had a limiled assurance ] /
review of its 2021/22 AGAR tlick “nof covered™) }

L. The authority published the required information o a website/webpage up to date at the time of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legistation. /

M. In the vear covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2022-23 AGAR period.
were public rights in relalion to the 2021-22 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the websile andfor 1/
authotily approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2021/22 AGAR
{see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Noles).

0. {Far local councils only}
Trust funds {including charilable) — The council met its responsibilifies as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authorily adeguate conltrols existed {Est any cther risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) iniernal audit undertaken Name of person whe carried oul ihe infernal audit
2Wfi0f202L  15/0% fr02z TEtER  ANDERSON

TRELAND + ComPAnNY
Signature of person who l m
carrted out lhe internal audit A’l Date 2.5/0 @ f 2023

*If the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in conirol
identified {add separate sheets if needed).

**Note: If the response is ‘not covered' please siate when the most recent internal audil work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audil report must explain why not {2dd separale sheets if needed).
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

Countesthorpe Parish Council

e g financ

1. Balances brought Totaf batances and reserves af the beginning of the year

forward 145,286 1790),232| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree o
Box 7 of previous year.

2, {+) Precept or Rates and Tolal amount of precepl (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 391,217 392,359 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Tolal other receipts Tolal income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

60,346 81,135] the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). include any
granis recefved.

4, (-) Staff costs Tolal expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages.
244,130 257’423 employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, graluiies and severance peyments.

5. {-} Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 Ot made during the year on the authorily's borrowings (i any).

6. (-) Al other paymenis Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

182,487 125,805] book fess staff costs (iine 4) and loan interestcapital
repayments {line 5).

7. (=) Belances carried Tolal balances and reserves at the end of the year, Must
forward 170,232 260,498/ equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6},

8. Total value of cash and The sum of alf current and deposil bank accourts, cash
shor! lerm invesiments 174,183 262,979 holdings and shorl term investments held as al 37 March —

Te agree with bank reconciliation,

9, Total fixed asseis plus The value of all the property the authority owns - if is made
long term investments 1,027,887 1,048,583 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assels 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The ouistanding capilal balance as at 31 March of ail loans

0 O from third parties (including PWLE},
[} 0 D L) T 0 :
11a. Disclosure note re Trusi funds -/ The Council, as & body corporate, acls as sole trustee and
{including charitable} : is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.
41h. Disclosure note re Trust funds o v,_ The figures in the accounting statements sbove do nat
(including charitable) ' include any Trust transaciions.

1 cerlify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on gither a receipts and paymenis
of income and expenditure basis foliowing the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Praclitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed hy Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

1 confirm thal these Accounting Stalemenis were
approved by this authority on this date:

08/06/2023
as recorded in minuiz reference; & &Q;L
coraEmON SR MK

2023/24 031 2LoLB /24 0L

‘ o
(rse,e,e_ﬂ-wod Avdilr’s rejic:f{‘)

- Signed by Chawman of the meeting where the Aceolnting
ﬁi"*’"‘_‘ Stalements were appraved
Do 08/06/2023 \:\%ﬁw o
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Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2022/23

In respect of Countesthorpe Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Gur responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A fimited
assurance review is niot a full statutory audit, it does not consiitute an audit carried out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing {UK & treland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Govemment has delermined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a fimited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Refurn in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAD on behalf of the
Cornptrolier and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —

hitps:fwww.nao.org. ukfcode-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors! .

This authority s responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound systern of internal contral. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which;

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
- confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant fo our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’'s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

(Except for the matiers reporied below)* on {he basis of our revievy of Sections 1 and 2 of he Annual Governance and Accountabifity Return, in
our opinion lhe information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annuat Governance and Accountability Return is in accardance with Proper Practices and
no ather mallers have come 1o our atlenlion giving cause for cancern that relevamt legislatlon and regulalory requirements have not been mel.
("delete as appropriale).

{continue on s separale sheel if required}

Other matters not affgcting our opinion which we draw {0 the altention of the aulhority:

(conlinue on 2 separate sheel if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

Wea cerlify/do nol cerify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 201 4, for
the year ended 31 March 2023.

“We do not ceddify complelion because:

Externatl Audiior Name

External Auditor Signature Date
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