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COUNTESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

FINANCIAL STANDING ORDERS 
 
 

1. RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER 

The Parish Manager has been appointed as Responsible Financial Officer. The Assistant Parish 
Manager will undertake the work of the Responsible Financial Officer when the Responsible 
Financial Officer is absent. 

2. ACCOUNTS AND ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 

a. “Proper practices” in standing orders refer to the most recent version of “Governance and 
Accountability for Local Councils – a Practitioners’ Guide”. 

b. All payments by the Council shall be authorised, approved and paid in accordance with the law, 
proper practices and the Council’s financial regulations.  

c. The Responsible Financial Officer shall supply to each councillor as soon as practicable after 
30 June, 30 September and 31 December in each year a statement to summarise: 

i. the Council’s income and expenditure for the year to date; 

ii. the Council’s aggregate receipts and payments (or income and expenditure) for the year to 
date;  

iii. the balances held at the end of the quarter being reported and 

which includes a comparison with the budget for the financial year and highlights any actual or 
potential overspends. 

d. As soon as possible after the financial year end at 31 March, the Responsible Financial Officer 
shall provide: 

i. each councillor with a statement summarising the Council’s income and expenditure for the 
year to date, for information; and  

ii. to the Council the accounting statements for the year in the form of Section 2 of the annual 
governance and accountability return, as required by proper practices, for consideration 
and approval. 

e. The year-end accounting statements shall be prepared in accordance with proper practices and 
apply the form of accounts determined by the Council (income and expenditure) for the year to 
31 March. A completed draft annual governance and accountability return shall be presented to 
all councillors at least 14 days prior to anticipated approval by the Council. The annual 
governance and accountability return of the Council, which is subject to external audit, 
including the annual governance statement, shall be presented to the Council for consideration 
and formal approval before 30 June. 
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3. FINANCIAL CONTROLS AND PROCUREMENT 

a. The Council shall consider and approve financial regulations drawn up by the Responsible 
Financial Officer, which shall include detailed arrangements in respect of the following: 

i. the keeping of accounting records and systems of internal controls; 

ii. the assessment and management of financial risks faced by the Council; 

iii. the work of the independent internal auditor in accordance with proper practices and the 
receipt of regular reports from the internal auditor, which shall be required at least annually; 

iv. the inspection and copying by councillors and local electors of the Council’s accounts 
and/or orders of payments; and  

v. whether contracts with an estimated value below £60,000 due to special circumstances are 
exempt from a tendering process or procurement exercise.  

b. Financial regulations shall be reviewed regularly and at least annually for fitness of purpose. 

c. Subject to additional requirements in the financial regulations of the Council, the tender process 
for contracts for the supply of goods, materials, services or the execution of works shall include, 
as a minimum, the following steps: 

i. a specification for the goods, materials, services or the execution of works shall be drawn 
up; 

ii. an invitation to tender shall be drawn up to confirm (i) the Council’s specification (ii) the 
time, date and address for the submission of tenders (iii) the date of the Council’s written 
response to the tender and (iv) the prohibition on prospective contractors contacting 
councillors or staff to encourage or support their tender outside the prescribed process; 

iii. tenders are to be submitted in writing in a sealed marked envelope addressed to the 
Proper Officer;  

iv. tenders shall be opened by the Proper Officer in the presence of at least one councillor 
after the deadline for submission of tenders has passed;  

v. tenders are to be reported to and considered by the appropriate meeting of the Council or 
a committee or sub-committee with delegated responsibility. 

d. Neither the Council, nor a committee or a sub-committee with delegated responsibility for 
considering tenders, is bound to accept the lowest value tender. 

e. Where the value of a contract is likely to exceed the threshold specified by the 
Government from time to time, the Council must consider whether the contract is subject 
to the requirements of the current procurement legislation and, if so, the Council must 
comply with procurement rules. NALC’s procurement guidance contains further details. 
(as from 1st January 2026, with value including VAT over £207,720 for goods and services 
and £5,193,000 for public works (construction)) 
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d. Neither the Council, nor a committee or a sub-committee with delegated responsibility for 
considering tenders, is bound to accept the lowest value tender. 

e. Where the value of a contract is likely to exceed the threshold specified by the Office of 
Government Commerce from time to time, the Council must consider whether the Public 
Contracts Regulations 2015 or the Utilities Contracts Regulations 2016 apply to the 
contract and, if either of those Regulations apply, the Council must comply with 
procurement rules. NALC’s procurement guidance contains further details. 

 

Adopted by the Parish Council on 12th February 2026  

Minute no _______________ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


